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Taxation has been sustained for the numerous particular purposes, including the creation of pension systems, and the 
alleviation of unemployment. 


The power of taxation has been held exerted for a public purpose when the money raised is to be applied to the creation of 
a pension system for civil employees; ! to the alleviation of unemployment; to the development and conservation of water 
resources for domestic use, irrigation, and light and power;> to the payment of salaries of state officers:* to the promotion 
of agricultural work;> to the protection of property by means of police and fire departments;° and to the support of the 
poor. The power of taxation is also exerted for a public purpose when the money raised is to be applied to the construction, 
maintenance, operation, support, aid, or encouragement, as the case may be, of public buildings: public charitable and 
reformatory institutions;” public roads; w public schools, colleges, and universities; l and public works. 12 Taxation may be used 
to promote competitive conditions and to equalize economic advantage. > Further, taxation to raise money for the payment of 


the public debt or expenses is always recognized as being for a public and legitimate purpose. is Moreover, where public officers, 
in the honest and faithful discharge of their duty, have been subjected to loss or damage, the responsibility for which does not 


properly attach to them, it is proper for the state or municipality to reimburse them, and taxation for this purpose is legitimate. 1° 


On the other hand, taxation has been held not to be for a public purpose when the money raised is to be applied to the reliefofaged 


persons; ° to the support of private business or manufacturing enterprises, | ’ of private and sectarian educational institutions 
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in which the state or municipality, or its inhabitants as such, have no interest or power of control; !® or to the maintenance of 


a private road.!” 
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